T h e G r e a t W a r
July 1, 1916: The First Day of the Battle of the Somme
Joe Sacco is an acclaimed cartoonist. In his work The Great War , he illustrated the Battle of the Somme which was launched on July 1, 1916. There are no words. Just images. It is 24 feet long and contains 24 panels.
Directions:
You will have 7 minutes at each set of 4 panels. There is no talking during this activity. You will have a chance to discuss it back in your group. Take a survey of the work from beginning to end. Write down your observations, paying particular attention to elements of imperialism, technology, the experience, conditions, and which side is being depicted in each panel. 
